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Karaköy Melek (Aleksiyadi) Khan Building (Türkmen, 2019). 

> objective 

The aim of the design studio is to design comprehensive interior architectural projects. The students 

are expected to address design issues through experimenting and pushing their abilities to assess, 

select, and integrate appropriate combinations of spatial elements, palettes of interiors, aesthetics, and 

building technologies along with users’ needs into their design solutions. 

> project brief 

The city of Istanbul and its proximate environment consist of a uniquely conglomeration of people, 

consisting of various and different religions, language, and ethnic origins, all living together. This unique 

heterogeneity has given birth to a multi-cultural harmony, reflecting its effects both to the vernacular 

and monumental buildings. 

The old buildings of this ancient city, which bear witness to history, are the most important witnesses 

of the city's past. It is important that these structures, some of which have been demolished and some 

have come to life with new functions, adapt to the requirements of the time in order to meet the new 

needs and uses.  

In this context, the studio is designed for interior design studios III and IV. Studio IV students’ main 

design problem is to reevaluate an existing building and its interior, while taking into account the 



historical value of the building. Studio III students will focus on multifunctional, mixed-use spatial 

designs. All students will work in the same project site, which is the Melek (Aleksiyadi) Khan building 

in Karaköy. 

Offices built in both the Historical Peninsula and the Karaköy-Galata region in the 19th century khan 

buildings carry the material and spiritual values of post-industrial urban centers and the westernization 

of the Ottoman Empire. However, the office functions started to lose its relevance gradually, following 

the trade and finance headquarters moved to Maslak. Consequently, while the ground floors of some 

of the khan buildings continued their trade function, the upper floors were emptied and abandoned if 

not used as storage. Melek Khan building, which is the chosen site for the project studio, is one of the 

buildings of the 19th century office khans. It is a typical example of its period both spatially and 

structurally, and has been preserved to a large extent and has reached today. (Türkmen, 2019). 
Now, in order to preserve this historically acknowledged building, a contemporary function and interior 

spatial design approach is needed, answering both the past and the future of the building, Karaköy, 

and İstanbul in a wider scale.  

> project theme: Research Hub 

 

The Melek khan is one of the typical examples of 19th century bureau khans regarding its spatial and 

structural features (Türkmen, 2019). Considering the historical region where the building is located, the 

main theme of the project was determined as a research hub. We aim to discuss and evaluate the 

potentials of the building in this semester’s studio by critical thinking and interior design techniques and 

strategies in the context of revitalizing this historical building. 

 
The studio is an individual design project based on the ‘Research Hub in Melek Khan’. Students who 

research and understand the old building with all layers, are expected to analyze the project site in 

relation with the design objectives, find an appropriate theme for the research hub including the spatial 

needs and building program, and develop a design proposal to revitalize the building and surrounding 

environment. The students are also promoted to develop their design proposals with the temporality 

and permanence of interior design elements and interior architectural interventions. 

The requirement program within the scope of the project is as follows: multipurpose space(s), library, 

eating space, working space, related service areas. Students can suggest additional functions 

according to their scenario. 

> methodology  

 

Initial research will be focused on the project site in various scales and contexts, getting data from 

literature review, interview and environmental walkthrough, survey analysis and so on, and presented 

through mapping, diagrams, drawings and conceptual mappings, studies and physical/digital models. 

Representations will be through sketches, diagrams and rendered collage works in mixed media (and 

software) rather than photo-realistic renders at this stage. Sketching and physical model making will 

be an essential part of the design techniques in all stages of design studio. Subsequently, the individual 

process can be supported by photos or movies, charts or any graphic information that can influence 

the design methodology. 

Students are expected to create a scenario and design concept related to their initial analyses and the 

context of the project site- its historical, geographical, sociocultural, and urban situation, as well as 

their scenario and program1. The building and immediate surroundings are expected to be understood 

 
1 (for initial design stages) Architectural Design Concepts-Playlist by 30X40 Design Workshop (Youtube) 



and answered by well-explained design proposals, including 2D, 3D, and 4D representations 

throughout the semester. 

 

> course work  

The coursework structure will include the following elements for Interior Architectural Design Studio III 

and Studio IV. 

● Project Description 

● Project Scenario 

● Graphic Representation of Contextual Issues at Neighborhood Scale 

● Diagrams, mappings and sketches related to Spatial and Architectural Issues 

● Interior Architecture Plans and Sections 1/50, 1/20 

● Material Display (moodboards, collages, material boards) 

● Physical/Digital Models 

● Spatial Perspectives, Collages and Renderings 

● Details in Plan or Section 1/20 or 1/10 

● Details in Furnishing 1/10, 1/5 

* The layout prevails unless the instructor will inform otherwise. In case of alteration, this will be done 

both verbally (during studio hours) and by writing (email). 

> submission  

The objectives, methodology and coursework are applicable for all projects. 

The final submission should be submitted digitally* as pdf files that include all the works in the semester 

(details will be announced). 

*Digital: including all the submissions materials such as all 2D/3D technical drawings, model photos, 

mood boards in pdf format. The files should be max. 25MB. 

- Students are also encouraged to submit any additional elements relevant for the project. (Sketchbook, 

sketches, images etc.) 

> attendance 

According to the ITU Undergraduate Education and Training Regulations (Article 23), the attendance is 

minimum 80% (minimum of 22 presences out of 28 studio classes). Only hospital health reports 

will be counted for the 20% absence limit. 

In case of an emergency during final submissions, at least three days of hospital health report is 

required. 

According to the ITU Undergraduate Education and Training Regulations (Article 23), the students are 

graded according to three mid-term juries and 1 pin-up (%60) and final grade (%40).  
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 > suggested visits 

 

İstanbul Araştırmaları Enstitüsü 

Salt Galata 

Bulgur Palas 

Boğaziçi Üniversitesi Nazım Hikmet Kültür ve Sanat Araştırma Merkezi 

Liman Han 

 > suggested books 

 

Kara Kitap, Orhan Pamuk 

Masumiyet Müzesi, Orhan Pamuk 

İstanbul Mimarlık Rehberi, Afife Batur (Editör) 

Bir Şehri Okumak: İstanbul’un Mekanları ve Olayları, Fatih Çavuş 

Puslu Kıtalar Atlası, İhsan Oktay Anar 

5 Şehir, Ahmet Hamdi Tanpınar 

Galata’dan Karaköy’e Bir Liman Hikayesi, Orhan Türker 

 > suggested movies 

 

İstanbul Hatırası: Köprüyü Geçmek (2005) Fatih Akın 

Anlat İstanbul (2005)  Ümit Ünal, Yücel Yolcu, Ömür Atay, Selim Demirdelen, Kudret Sabancı 

Güz Sancısı (2008) Tomris Giritlioğlu 
Nerede O Eski Perşembe Pazarı ? Belgesel (Youtube) 

Ahmet Mümtaz Taylan ile İstanbul Hesabı: 8.bölüm “Karaköy” (Gain) 

Karaköy - Zaman ve Mimari (Youtube) 

İstanbul'u Anlat Bana: 2.bölüm “Karaköy” (Youtube) 

İstanbul apartmanları: Beyoğlu ve hikayeler | "Beyoğlu hep güzel" (Youtube) 

http://library.lol/main/D6638B2B0BC49B0E624FC34126D1586E
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9783522cabc36d5f&q=%C3%9Cmit+%C3%9Cnal&si=ACC90nzx_D3_zUKRnpAjmO0UBLNxnt7EyN4YYdru6U3bxLI-L24Mdzl876mUAqiFKYN03QETnniHlqdRiHoo4RtFnl5Eda5E0u76IkRMdxtnsilMq-DgAzOQWC15xI1CUPj4CwmPXwsGU3929CBA4gOVCJ3tDjr6MCCC96rPE-p-00Gb3-YwVZzYW0N-TsIrUWloTLZT2MNugLBFLHVV9bWPREKoyAnNhlgKD7e84D2nORKCNzG51SGMDSD0ZxzeCPtwY4e4CfG0Tz0hRsO0cJEovRZETRnjTw%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiAuIC_5bqIAxXUSvEDHSmxKm8QmxMoAHoECCYQAg
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9783522cabc36d5f&q=Y%C3%BCcel+Yolcu&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQUWngwzTEY0mcCkZ5HonkuphHicf4ASd1fe8kBI_S_pNgyqhx5-gAuXw0hWoozKw9MD_-BkK1fUQ2VSXs2aAXMnrdtFqMYgmsguwz_JEYzDxhDqTENw1AHRnF_YV9da1c4L7QtjFZgQwiwvqS_4utmLOoRJ-zRTDhxpO91tRaDPulrtCX_KddFNsDeSKeoCaBHeH7sBmHWBAwbwgwCbOoXErpfkYriC89aSJZ6APRYxG5SbOwQ%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiAuIC_5bqIAxXUSvEDHSmxKm8QmxMoAXoECCYQAw
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9783522cabc36d5f&q=%C3%96m%C3%BCr+Atay&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQXZdM4jMXqmAuSlVFe3wW7DOHVEou0ZFHwpoUL2N6KYk07FI5dhxVAXBK1Tf2h8O0YK2B7uQBgCOO0_GajAO_tJXGtHKrckqKSJO7Vg93mojeNA8QBy47cF6CIHQtkIt4vy2WLRA9zbAnCMFVa3xaUPq2uLt5aPReYk7O0kdB2RrGQ-XNbYXdxh1n44N9uVamgsInMp1tn5MdyqzF6w9RHcbcei9c5fHj9s_WjaB6to4q2Vo-A%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiAuIC_5bqIAxXUSvEDHSmxKm8QmxMoAnoECCYQBA
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9783522cabc36d5f&q=Selim+Demirdelen&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQYoIBiOJMJhaNTyW1lQKxYhDVDjooGsDRGcRJIJ8vEIemg7Q2r5EZo8sWK3VM2ilbkJGEBCYTQtzkFDU7NVw6rpwovIIdG4jnIlSPFGHC9fn3xggA4fuKw1hO9gDrWI4LHuA8oA0PUXbybWDFVGbq3b5_bJmNjNgvl71Zr6g9Eqo7fOeZnQN7g4JBEj2-zSGmsPcmqY1tJ9BQ1zDXteOw0vZQuzYpelKJcdUjAvjrNBxlX0X2BMWD6OYk8LS16zpOTi1z0g%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiAuIC_5bqIAxXUSvEDHSmxKm8QmxMoA3oECCYQBQ
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9783522cabc36d5f&q=Kudret+Sabanc%C4%B1&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQSe6zNNIRYYkxc1VcxVqMBUGkUQ9TfMRdhInCmpv6oGA-tdsosLDgcuxVpXko00pp2QmZ7fQywjWmnUATfWBMwv1QTV2JgKQuKG_kmfiCtIi09ymjIZrHbT4UsBHgr67OZjxk8OtRpE9gzi8GzO36aT97JDEzrUuQgwSyXpttw-fzy3aGKilXcnVeBMhEWTVVZA7VROHB_jSjSCLX6EK8afXhRXPGymSHgHVAB6Kaq9hw4W-s39AliI3NLSV5uwIf7aO5m8%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiAuIC_5bqIAxXUSvEDHSmxKm8QmxMoBHoECCYQBg


> schedule 

Week Date Process Method 

week 1 Sept/ 

Oct 

30 Mo 

 

3 Thu 

Introduction+ 

Site visit 

Studio 

+seminar 

Discover+ 

search+ 

document 

Research Texts,Photos,Movies, 

Audios, Sketches, 

Diagrams 

week 2 OCt 7 Mo 

10 Thu 

Studio+ 

Modelday 

“Research 

center” group 

presentations 

search+ 

document+3d

work 

presentation 

Research

+design 

Texts,Photos, Movies, 

Audios, Sketches, 

Diagrams+model 

week 3 Oct 14 Mo 

17 Thu 

Studio 

Studio 

Initial 

concept+ 

scenario+ 

program 

Research 

+Design 

Texts,Photos,Movies, 

Audios, Sketches, 

Diagrams+Conceptual 

models+Drawings 

week 4 Oct 

 

21 Mo 

24 Thu 

Pin-Up 

Studio+ 

sketch&model 

 

Presentation 

Ideas+ 

scenario+ 

layout 

Research 

+Design 

Texts,Photos,Movies, 

Audios, Sketches, 

Diagrams+Conceptual 

models+Drawings 
week 5 Oct 

 

28 Mo 

31 Thu 

Studio 

Studio 

Ideas+layout Research

+Design 

Conceptual models+ 

Drawings+Diagrams 
week 6 Nov 4 Mo 

7 Thu 

Studio 

Jury I 

Ideas+layout 

Presentation 

Design 

Crit 

models+ 

Drawings+Diagrams 

week 7 Nov 

 

11 Mo 

14 Thu 

Studio+ 

sketch&model 

Studio 

Ideas+layout 

 

Design 

Crit 

Study model + Sketches 

+ Charts, Diagrams + 

Tech drawings 
18-22 November 2024 Fall Break 

week 8 Nov 

 

25  Mo 

28 Thu 

Studio 

Studio 

 

Drawings+ 3D Design+ 

Crit 

Study model + Sketches 

+ Charts, Diagrams + 

Tech drawings 

week 9 Dec 

 

2 Mo 

5 Thu 

Studio 

Jury II 

Drawings+ 3D 

Presentation 

Design+ 

Crit  

Study model + Sketches 

+ Charts, Diagrams + 

Tech drawings 
week 10 Dec 

 

9 Mo 

12 Thu 

Studio 

Studio 

Drawings+ 3D 

 

Design+ 

Crit  

Study model + Sketches 

+ Charts, Diagrams + 

Tech drawings 
week 11 Dec 16 Mo 

19 Thu 

Studio 

Studio+ 

sketch&model 

Detail + 3D 

 

Design+ 

Crit  

Study model + Sketches 

+ Charts, Diagrams + 

Tech drawings 
week 12 Dec 

 

23 Mo 

26 Thu 

Studio 

Studio 

Detail + 3D 

 

Design+ 

Crit 

Study model + Tech 

drawings + Details + 3D  

week 13 Dec 

/Jan 

 

30 Mo 

2 Thu 

Studio 

Studio 

Detail + 3D Design+ 

Crit  

Study model + Tech 

drawings + Details + 3D 

Week 14 Jan 6 Mo 

9 Thu 

Jury III 

Studio 

Presentation 

Detail + 3D 

Design+ 

Crit  

Study model + Tech 

drawings + Details + 3D 

Final Jan * Submission *The exact date will be announced later. 

NOTE: The Schedule prevails unless the instructors will inform otherwise. In case of alteration, it will be 

announced both verbally (during studio hours) and by writing (email and studio posted announcement). 


